
Trusting Our Loving God 

 
The purpose of our life is to know God better…  

and as a result we worship Him more…  
         which brings an outcome of joy and happiness. 

 
PRAY 
How do you define God? 
The Lord seeks to be known for who He is, not what we think He is or should be.   
And He gives to us this great self-portrait found in Ex 34.  
 
This is the self portrait of God.  

This is his glorious and awesome name (Deut 28:58 and Jn. 8:58).   
     This creedal-like statement is found often in the OT in different forms 
 Num 14 Deut 5    I Kings 3         Neh 9 Ps 103 ,145 Jer 32 

Neh. 9:17 is the clearest echo of this passage along with Ps 103. 
This is a creedal-like declaration of who God is.  God’s own: 
 Self-description Self-disclosure Self-declaration 
This is not to be just a list of attributes and qualities of God, this is how He deals with man. 
  These are to be, and will be experienced. 

 We know God by His involvement in our lives and in how He relates to the world.  
 
We have been looking at 13 words that God uses to describe Himself 
   LORD – He is the savior Yahweh 
   God--     He has the power to save  He appeals to names, then attributes in action 
   Mercy-   He has compassion on His people 
   Grace-   He has favor to His people who do not deserve the free gift. 
 
How would you describe the action of God in one word? 

The Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek so our dictionary definition in 
English is not as adequate as we need. Not that it is wrong, it just is not as deep and full. 

  
These words are much deeper than just looking up the definition in our English dictionaries.   
Words can hold different meanings; take for instance the word “green”. 
 New to the jobsite, color of face because of seasickness, earth friendly, green with envy 

 
Today we look at the next 2 words of which one is the greatest words describing God,  

my favorite Old Testament word. 
 
As I work on each passage I translate it. Here is what I got “Long as to the nostrils”  ‘long nose’  

idiomatic expression 
      metaphor-- when someone is angry their nostrils flare up 

God’s nostrils take a long time to flare, He has a long fuse. 
 
God is long-suffering, He is patient. 
This word depicts His incredible patience toward us.  Unlike we who are impatient. 

Slow …  to …   anger.   
      It fits very well in the Exodus 19-33 story, the theme of God’s patience with sinful people.  

It is right for God to underscore His long-suffering to a people who already broke the first     
                             covenant when Moses came down.  



       
      That there is even a chapter 34 is evidence of how long-suffering God is.   
      That we are here today and not destroyed show there is a patient God. 
      That there is even a tomorrow for me shows how long-suffering God is in my life. 
       

It is very important to note that His long-suffering  
does not contradict or remove His justice.  Someone must pay.  
God is just, for He would stop being God if He ceased to be just. 
God is just, and He is more than just, He is mercy and grace. 
  

God gives time, an opportunity, delays His action of wrath,  
and patiently waits for His people to repent  
Mercy and grace would have no opportunity to shine if God was not patient. 

He withholds His judgment and punishment, and continues to offer salvation and grace.   
God at times chooses to be patient with those who are not repentant. 
 
HE has to respond to sin, yet He does not lose His temper.   

He waits long to allow the sinner to return and repent 
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. Instead 
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

 
These three words (grace, mercy and long-suffering) are often see together; Ps 103, Jonah 4 
 
Most of our problems come from an incorrect view of God. 

If you DID NOT know that God was patient….fear, living to appease God 
 since GOD IS patient our confidence is in His promises, not our performance. 
 
Now we come to the greatest word for me in the Hebrew language. 
Hesed 
Difficult to translate. No single word in English captures its meanings.  
Translators use words like “kindness,” “loving-kindness,” “mercy,” “loyalty”  “loyal love” is close. 
                            

                              
 
One of the richest and most theologically significant and insightful terms (249x).   
Undoubtedly the best word in this list of attributes and in the whole OT.   
Hesed is one of the richest, most powerful words in the Old Testament.   
Why? 
 
 



It is something God does for His people.   
The central word used in the OT to describe God’s actions is hesed. 
The goodness and love of God shown in action to us.   
God’s tenacious pursuit and faithfulness in relationship to mankind (unlike the people in 32).   
Type of love that goes beyond what is required. 
God is abundant in:  steadfast love, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, love, loyal love mercy. 
 
Because we can know that God is loyal in His love, we can trust His readiness and resolve to 
show His loyal covenantal love. 
The central word used in the OT to describe God’s unfailing love. 
This word expresses His  

Desire and ability to continue to be loyal to those to whom He is bound.  
It describes His special relationship with His people.   

Having entered a covenant relationship with His people, God bound Himself to 
act toward them in certain ways, and He is utterly faithful to His self-commitment. 
God, who sovereignly initiates an eternal covenant with His people on the basis 
of His hesed.  

The word stands for the wonder of His unfailing love for the people of His choice, and the 
solving of the problem of the relation between His righteousness and His loving-kindness 
passes beyond human comprehension 
 
His love is eternal and without measure.  Long-term reliability devotion 
Psalm 136 explores what the Lord’s hesed means in its broadest possible terms, for each line 
concludes with the words: “his hesed endures forever.” 
 
It is His love in action 
    How do you know that I love you?  “you snuggle with me”.  My love is displayed in action.   
 
God invites us to know His loyal love through Christ. 
It is only through Jesus that we can know God and His in this world. 
This word HESED is God’s love in action in the OT.  How do we know He loves us?   
            He shows it.  The apex of God’s covenantal hesed is the substitutionary,  

sacrificial work of Jesus Christ 
 
The patience and love of God is in its clearest and truest light found in the Lord Jesus Christ 

The greatest manifestation of the divine mercy, grace, patience and love 
         is found in the work and death of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 For in Jesus is the best portrait of God we have this side of heaven. 
 
Most of our problems come from an incorrect view of God. 

If you DID NOT know that God was love…. 
 since GOD IS love our confidence is in His promises not our performance. 

 
You may have rejected Gods’ mercy, grace, patience and love… do not pause any longer 
 Turn to God. 
I Thess 3:5 May the Lord lead your hearts into a full understanding and expression of the love of God 
 and the patient endurance that comes from Christ. 
 
As your pastor I want your soul, your life to be filled with the loyal love of God. 
The purpose of our life is to know God better… and as a result we worship Him more…  

         which brings an outcome of joy and happiness. 


